
  
Year 1 Writing – (Expectations for children at the end of Year 1)  

Pupils can write simple sentences, after discussion with the teacher, re-reading for sense, and read 
aloud their writing loudly enough to be heard by their peers and the teacher:- 

 uses simple  sentences to recount own experiences in writing 

 leaves spaces between words 

 uses a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of the week, and the 

personal pronoun ‘I’  

 punctuates most simple sentences with a capital letter and full stop 

 punctuates more complex sentences using ‘and’, some of the time 

 punctuates sentences using question marks or exclamation marks some of the time 

 composes sentences orally, using a variety of grammatical structures 

 remembers and writes down own sentences a key phrase at a time, maintaining 

the sense most of the time 

 re-reads what they have written to check sense and attempts to edit for sense 

 discusses what they have written with the teacher and other pupils 

 uses story language, sentence patterns and sequencing words to organise events 

 re-tells/imitates familiar stories and recounts events; includes main events in 

sequence 

 writes own version of a familiar story using a series of sentences to sequence 

events 

 makes some choices of appropriate vocabulary 

 includes story language and patterns 

 assembles information on a familiar subject  

 sits correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and accurately 

 begins to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 

right place i.e. middle or top 

 forms capital letters 

 forms digits 0-9 

 makes distinctions in most writing between ascenders and descenders and other 

‘between the line’ letters 

 understands which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ 

 clearly distinguishes between similar looking letters 

 spells most words relating to the Y1 curriculum statements correctly, and most  

words relating to the statements from the previous year group 

 spells by segmenting spoken words into sounds and representing these by letters, 

including good attempts and spelling some correctly 

 spells days of the week 



Year 1 Reading – (Expectations for children at the end of Year 1)  
 

Children should hear, share and discuss a wide range of high quality texts to develop a love of reading, support 
the development of early comprehension and broaden their vocabulary. Such texts will include a wide range of 
poems, stories and non-fiction books beyond the level at which they can read independently, fairy tales and 
traditional tales*  

 identifies the beginning, middle and end of stories 

 explains what is happening in a book (story) 

 describes the main plot in a story 

 guesses (predict) what might happen next in a story or at the end   

 answers to simple questions in a story 

 compares stories and say why they are similar and different. 

 chooses a favourite book and talk about it. 

 explains what they liked in a story 

 compares settings and events in stories and link to their own experience 

 recognises patterns in a text (e.g. repeated phrases – ‘Fee fi fo fum’, 

‘Run, run as fast as you can’ 

 identifies goals/motives of the main character on the basis of what they 
have said and done e.g. ‘I think she wants her daddy to help her build a 
sandcastle.’  
 

 uses different voices when reading  
 

 asks questions about what they are reading 

 re-reads and self corrects  

 uses phonics to sound out words  

 reads the common exception words (and tricky words) for Year 1 

 begins to read an age appropriate text mainly accurate and with some 

fluency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 Maths – (Expectations for children at the end of Year 1)  
 

Number 
 

 counts to and across 100, forward and backwards, beginning with 0 or 1, or from any 
given number  

 counts, reads and writes numbers to 100 in numerals 

 counts, reads and writes numbers 1-20 in numerals and words 

 finds one more and one less  

 counts in multiples of twos, fives and tens  
 

Calculations 

 

 begins to establish the relationship between addition and subtraction e.g. 2 + 5 = 7, 7 – 2 
= 5, 2 = 7 – 5 

 represents and uses number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20  

  adds and subtracts one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero  

 solves one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects 
and pictorial representations, and missing number problems such as 7 = □ – 9  

 creates equivalent expressions (2 + 5 = 5 + 2) 

 solves one-step problems involving multiplication and division, by calculating the answer 
using concrete objects, pictorial representations and arrays with the support of the 
teacher  
 

Fractions 
 

  finds half and a quarter of an object, shape or quantity  
 

Money  
 

 recognises and knows the value of different denominations of coins and notes  
 

Metric measures 
 

 measures and begins to record metric measurements (moving on from non-standard 
units) in a variety of contexts e.g. length and height, mass/weight, capacity/volume 

 compares and describes measures using appropriate mathematical language e.g. 
               length and height (long/short, longer/shorter, tall/short, double/half) 
               mass/weight (heavy/light, heavier than/lighter than) 
               capacity and volume (full/empty, more than/less than, half, half full, quarter) 

 measures and begins to record time in hours, minutes and seconds  

 uses appropriate language (e.g. before, after, next, first, today, tomorrow, morning, 
afternoon and evening)  

 uses the language of time relating to dates including days of the week, weeks, months 
and years  

 tells the time to the hour and half past the hour on a clock face  
 
 

Properties of shape 
  

 recognises and names common 2-D shapes e.g; rectangles (including squares), circles 
and triangles  

 recognises and names common 3-D shapes e.g; cuboids (including cubes, pyramids and 
spheres 

 

 


