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Rights Respecting School Agenda 
 

We have the right to go to school 
We have the right to learn. 

 
Article 3 - The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all actions concerning 

children 
Article 28 - Every child has the right to an education (from the National Convention on Rights 

of the Child) 

 

 
Date agreed:  February 2018 
Date of next review: February 2021 
 
This policy will be equality impact assessed with regard to disability, gender and 
race at the time of review and issues arising will be carried forward into the 
equality action plan. 

Chater Infant School 



 
Chater Infant School is a Rights Respecting School 
Therefore we adhere to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child.  Articles particularly pertinent to this policy are: 
 
Article 3 - The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all actions 
concerning children. 
Articles  9 – children must not be separated  from their parents against their 
will unless it is in their best interest. 
Article 12 – Every child has the right to express their views, feelings and 
wishes in all matters affecting them, and have their views considered and 
taken seriously.  
Article 16 – Every child has the right to privacy.  The law should protect the 
child’s privet, family and home life, including protecting children from unlawful 
attacks that harm their reputation. 
Article 18 – Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their children and 
should always consider what is best for the child. 
Article 28 - Every child has the right to an education.  
 
At Chater Infant School we are working towards gaining recognition of our 
work as a Rights Respecting School.  Each class has its own agreement and 
the school is now working towards a Whole School Agreement that will outline 
the rights and responsibilities of all pupils. 

 
1. Agreed Understanding of Design and Technology. 
 
Our school has agreed on the definition that Design and Technology 
is the creative application of knowledge, skills and understanding to 
design and make good quality products.  
 
2. Aims: 
 
Our aim is to teach children to develop their Design and Technology 
capability through combining their designing and making skills with 
knowledge and understanding in order to design and make products 
which relate to their own identity and experiences. 
 

 To create an interest and enthusiasm for design  

 To provide a range of activities to develop the children’s 
thinking skills and self confidence.  To provide opportunities 
for children to evaluate their own and other children’s work 
and reflect on the next steps they can take to make their work 
even better. 

 To improve the children’s capability  

 To develop children’s skills in selecting and using a range of 
tools and materials appropriately and safely. 

 To use design and technology to support and enhance the 
children’s learning across the curriculum 



 To create an awareness of environmental issues including the 
use of recycled materials 

3. Role of the Co-ordinator 
 
As per job description. 
 
 
4. Planning Framework 
 
Design and Technology is planned within a relevant context which 
draws upon the children’s own experiences. Where possible, links 
should be made to other curricular areas, in particular Literacy, 
Numeracy, Science, Art and ICT projects. 
 
Design and Technology will be taught either within the KS1 topic 
each half term or as mini-topics.  It may be taught in blocks and with 
other subjects.  It may be included in topic weeks including 
Humanities and Art week. 
 
As a school we ensure there is adequate coverage of all areas, 
specified in the National Curriculum.   In the Early Years Foundation 
Stage the Early Years Outcomes document will be used. 

 
    5. Progression and Continuity 

 
Progression and continuity is ensured through discussion with staff, 
scrutiny of planning and work and through lesson observations. 

 
6. Assessment and Recording 
 
Assessment procedures are in line with the school’s assessment 
policy. Teacher assessments concentrate on the aspects of 
capability in order to inform future teaching and learning. Recording 
of progress in the Foundation Stage uses the Early Years Outcomes 
document and the Early Learning Goals.  In Key Stage 1 class 
teachers will record on the Foundation Subject Assessment Sheet 
whether children are working towards the expected level, at the 
expected level or above the expected level.  This will be completed 
in the Autumn and Summer Term. The achievements of the pupils 
will be noted in the relevant comment box on Reports at the end of 
the Summer Term. 
Photographs of work from Foundation and Key Stage 1 are collected 
and monitored each term and elements of significant achievement 
and progress recorded. 
 
7. Classroom Approaches 

     
      



Early Years Foundation Stage  
 
 In this area of learning children are developing the knowledge,  
 skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world 
and can be built upon in Key Stage 1.  

 
     In the Foundation Stage practitioners provide: 

 A wide range of construction toys and materials for the children to 
play with and to use 

 A cross curricular approach which ensures that design and 
technology will be part of many areas of learning through either 
child initiated play or adult led activities. 

 Activities which are based on first-hand experiences, encouraging 
exploration, investigation, problem solving, critical thinking and 
decision making 

 An environment which stimulates children’s creativity, interest and 
enjoyment in design both indoors and outdoors   

    
 
     Key Stage 1 
 
     Children will be given opportunities to develop their Design and 

Technology confidence and capability through: 

 A range of activities which engage the children and stimulate their 
imagination and creativity 

 Varied lessons which where possible relate to other areas of the 
curriculum and reflect the children’s own experiences and 
interests 

 Playing and working with a range of good quality construction 
kits/toys and materials 

 Focussed practical tasks 

 Design/plan and make assignments 

 Self assessment and evaluation and opportunities to act upon this 
and improve work further 

 Homework:  Children in Key Stage 1 will be encouraged to 
complete a “Creative Homework Task” on a half termly basis.  
Parents and children will be given the opportunity to view this. 
 

 
 
 

8. Classroom Management 
 
Classrooms are organised in such a way to promote the 
development of independent learning. Resources and equipment are 
clearly labelled in order to allow actual or visual access by children. 



Safe and tidy working practices are encouraged at all times.  
Learning outcomes and intentions will be made clear to all children. 

 
9. Resources 
 
Basic resources such as construction kits, simple hand tools and 
textile equipment together with a small range of consumable items 
are stored in each classroom. Larger, more expensive or less used 
items are stored centrally. Materials and equipment for all food work 
are stored in the designated food area and in the Nursery unit. 
These items may be used in the classroom when appropriate. It is 
the responsibility of the class teacher to manage the classroom 
resources, whilst the D & T co-ordinator and resources manager, 
manage the central resources.  Where possible, recycled materials 
are used. 
 
10. Funding 
 
Managing the funding for Design and Technology is the 
responsibility of the head teacher and the co-ordinator. 
 
11. Health and Safety 
 
In our school we have adopted the guidance as laid out in 
Hertfordshire’s safety guidelines.  
 
All adults who work with children in any way connected with design 
and technology will be made aware of the relevant health and safety 
issues and will have access to the above guidelines.  
 
In case of accidents, all adults should be aware of the School’s First 
Aid Policy. 
 
In addition we have adopted the following principles: 
 
a) In our school the children do not use craft knives. 
b) Staff will always teach the safe use of appropriate tools and insist 

on good practice. 
c) Children will be taught to work safely and to understand that their 

actions can affect others. 
 
Staff need to be aware of allergies or cultural differences when 
working with food. This information is held centrally in the school 
office and in the classroom. 
 
All staff need to be aware of basic standards which need to be 
observed when handling foods. 
 



Arrangements will be made for at least one member of staff from 
Foundation and Key Stage One to attend the Design and 
Technology Health and Safety Training and the Food Hygiene 
Training on a regular basis.   
 

 
12. Special Needs 
 
Throughout all design and technology work, care will be taken to 
differentiate tasks and teaching styles in order to take into account 
the whole spectrum of educational needs. Children with special 
needs will be provided with support where needed and access to 
appropriate resources. 
 
13. Equal Opportunities 
 
In line with the School’s Equal Opportunities Policy, each child will 
have an entitlement to all aspects of the Design and Technology 
curriculum. 
 
14. Adult assistance 
 
Any adult working with children in a design and technology related 
activity will be made aware of both the relevant safety issues and 
curriculum implications of their work. 
 
15. Review procedures 

 
     This policy will be reviewed according to the School Development 

Plan review programme. 
 
 
 
 


